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Safeguarding Traffic Accident

Lives Management Investigation
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What is the Police’s handling mechanism for
traffic accidents involving animals?
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The Police will handle the traffic accident concerned in
accordance with the established procedures for other
specified animals, including safeguarding lives, traffic
management and traffic accident investigation.
Relevant departments such as the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) and AFCD
or organisations (e.g. SPCA) will be asked to assist in
handling the animal concerned if necessary.
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What is the penalty for failing to stop or
report the accident?
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A person who fails fo stop in case of an accident is
liable to a fine of $10,000 and to imprisonment for
12 months whereas a person who fails fo give the
particulars or to report the accident as required is
liable to a fine of $25,000 and to imprisonment for
6 months.
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Agriculture, Fisheries and  Transport Department
Conservation Department

SPCA
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For assistance with animal rescue only
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This leaflet is a general guide only. The detailed provisions of the legislation are set out in
section 56 of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374).
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Hong Kong Police Force
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With effect from 7 November 2021, the scope of animal specified in section 56 of

the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374) is expanded to include “cat” and “dog” . This
means that a driver whose vehicle is involved in an accident in which a cat or a
dog is injured must stop the vehicle and give his/her particulars to the keeper of
the animal, if present, or report the accident to the Police as soon as possible.
This will enable the cat or dog which has been injured in a traffic accident to
receive timely medical aftention.
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What animals are specified in section 56
of the Road Traffic Ordinance?
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From 7 November 2021, an animal specified

in section 56 of the Ordinance is:
horse, cattle, ass, mule, sheep, pig,
goat, cat or dog.
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What is the liability of the driver for hitting a specified animal?
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Section 56 of the Ordinance provides that the driver
of a vehicle shall stop if an accident involving that
vehicle occurs whereby damage is caused to an
animal other than one in or on that vehicle or a
trailer drawn by it, and if required, give his/her (as
well as the vehicle owner’s) name and address
and the registration number of the vehicle to any
police officer or any person having reasonable
grounds for so requiring the information.
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If the driver for any reason does not give the
information mentioned above, he/she must report
the accident in person at the nearest police station
or to any police officer as soon as reasonably
practicable, and in any case not later than 24
hours after the accident, unless he/she is
incapable of doing so because of injury.
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In actual situations and in most cases, the
driver’s liability is to stop the vehicle and
provide his/her particulars to the keeper of
the animal, or report the accident to the
Police.
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Should drivers try to help

the injured animal?
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In general, the driver should stop the vehicle
whenever it is safe to do so, call the Police as soon
as possible, and then wait for the Police to arrive.
The driver should also take appropriate measures
(such as switching on hazard warning lights) to warn
other drivers and protect the site (including the
animal) from further accidents. If you are
approaching an injured animal, you should be very
careful as it will probably be very scared and may
bite you. For most people without any animal first
aid training, it is better to wait until emergency
services arrive.
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What if the keeper of the
animal is not present?
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If the keeper of the animal is not present, you can
contact the Police, who would notify the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) or the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD), as appropriate, to render assistance and
treatment to the animal involved. If the keeper is
present, they may elect to take the animal to a
private veterinary clinic for treatment.
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