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What is in the Code of Practice?
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The CoP sets out detailed requirements for the licensed premises
and care of the dogs, to ensure the good welfare of the animals.
The licensee has a “duty of care’ to take care of the dogs and
ensure their good welfare at all times.

In brief, the CoP detadils the following:
training requirements for licensees and staff;

the space requirements for each dog and the standards of the
premises;

exercise requirements;

lighting, ventilation and hygiene;

feeding, grooming and preventive care;
behavioural enrichment and socialisation;

for breeding dogs, the minimum and maximum age of breeding,
the maximum breeding frequency and the maximum number of
litters allowed; and

all dogs must receive appropriate treatment from a registered
veterinary surgeon when necessary.
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What is listed in the Licence Conditions?
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Regular inspections will be conducted at dll licensed premises
— vyou must dllow authorised officers access to Inspect the
premises and relevant records.

Proper records must be kept, and the documents to be given
to the buyer are specified.

The female breeding dogs must be enrolled (registered) with
AFCD and there are restrictions on changing the breeding
dogs.

Licensed Dog Breeders must make a declaration abeut the
parentage of the pupples they intend to sell and must present
the pupples, together with thelr mother, 1o AFCD officers for
the endorsement of the declaration. AFCD may take samples
for DNA +testing to verify the parentage of the puppies.

All dogs for sdle must be microchipped, have at least 2
vaccinations given by a registered veterinary surgeon and be
at least 10 weeks old.

All physical display of dogs offered for sdle must be restricted
to the licensed premises.

There are restrictions on the source of dogs permitted to be
sold (see below).
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Qe As a Licensed Animal Trader or Dog Breeder,

=1 what dogs am | allowed to sell?
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It depends on the type of licence you have. In dll
cases, the dog must be accompanied by
documentary proof of source as deftdiled in the
licence conditions.

Animal Traders permitted to rade in dogs are
dllowed to sell dogs which are acquired from:

legal import;

a local licensed dog breeder (category A or B);

another licensed animal trader; or
the holder of a one-off permit,

Dog Breeders (category B) are dllowed to sell
their enrolled (registered) female breeding dogs
and thelr offepring In additlon o dogs from the
above sources.

Dog Breeders (category A) are dllowed to sell
their enrolled (registered) female breeding dogs
and their offspring only.

This leaflet is a summary and the details given are
not exhaustive. You should refer 1o the relevant
decuments for the detailed conditions which are
legally binding on licensees.

Applicable legislation: Public Health (Animals and
%irdg% (Trading and Breeding) Regulations (Cap.
129
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How to apply for a Licence
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You may dowrload the application forms for different licences and
the permit from our website. Please read the “Notes to
Applicant” carefully. You may also call 1823 to obtain a form by
fax, or collect one in person at AFCD's offices.

Submit the completed application form and
supporting documents as detailed on the form fo
AFCD by fax, post or in person.
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Important points to note about
Animal Trader and Dog
Breeder Licences

It is the licensee's responsibility to ensure
that the licensed premises meets the
requirements (including statutory
requirements) of other government
departments and dll statutory instruments
(such as the Deed of Mutual Covenant)
relating to the premises.

You must not sell er offer to sell a dog
until after the issue of the licence.

After being granted the licence, you must
not make any material alteration or
modification o the primary enclosures,
housing facilities or outdoor areas (if any)
except with the permission of AFCD.

The licence is valid for 1 year from the
date it is granted. You may receive
notification from AFCD to renew the
licence about 2 months before the expiry
date. You must arrange renewal of the
licence accordingly.

For more information, including the current
licence fee, please visit www.pets.gov.hk.
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Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

"

IRk METOjEHE
PEKXBHNLENE -

& = o #RE0FR100,000/8 7T °
The maximum penalty for

selling or offering to sell a dog
without a licence or permit
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To safeguard animal welfare and animal and public health, the Public
Health (Animals and Birds) (Trading and Breeding) Regulations (Cap.
139B) regulate the activities of Animal Traders, Dog Breeders, and
anyone who sells or offers 1o sell a dog. It is an offence to sell or
offer to sell a dog without a licence or permit, even if the dog is kept
as a pet.
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the maximum penalty for selling or offering to sell a dog

without a licence or permit is $100,000.

fa ay

HEZEEMREREROEISHAENGSE - @F
RESNARE  QthaEaeEmMNE - BaikE - B
ERREBERENS K MAEBIUZREEHRE  ho
BHE -

Selling means any exchange or fransfer of a dog In return for
consideration — typically the consideration will be menetary, but any
type of consideration is included, For example, requiring the buyer to
purchase dccessories or dog food in return for transfer of the dog
also counts as selling.
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If you are planning to sell a dog, you will need one of
the following types of licence or permit, depending

on the type of activity you are conducting:
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Animal Trader Licence (ATL) — for seling (but not

breeding) dogs from permitted sources at one licensed
premises;

2. PEEHFREMR - AEAARRMERRER
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Dog Breeder Licence (Category A) $DBLA) — fora
person keeping up to 4 female dogs for breeding purpose
and selling those dogs or their offspring at one licensed
premises (which should be the licensees normal place of
residence);

3. ZEEERERNE - LE9HRRNE
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Dog Breeder Licence (Category B) (DBLB) — '
for a person keeping more than 4 female dogs for

breeding purpose and selling those dogs or their
offspring at one licensed premises; or
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One-off permit — for a person sellng a dog kept as a pet.
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Requirements that all licence and
permit holders must comply with:
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you may not sell a dog to a
person under 16 years of age.
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You must display your licence or permit number
(and the microchip number if individual dogs are
advertised) in advertisements or any form of
promotion for seling dogs.
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® You must comply with all other licence/permit

conditions. Anyone who falls to observe
licence/permit conditions is liable to a penalty of

— $50,000.

Facts about the One-off Permit
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Each permit issued is for a specified dog and
cannot be used for selling any other deg.

A person may be issued a maximum of 2 permits

in a 4-year period.

The seller must be the registered owner of the
dog for at least 4 months prior to application.

The dog must be fully vaccinated and must have a

valid dog licence.

The permit is valid for @ months and must be
returned to the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD) upon the
completion of the transaction.

For more detalls, including the permit fee, other
permit conditions, and how to apply, please visit
www.pets.gov.hk or call 1823.
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Facts about the Animal Trader
and Dog Breeder Licences
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You must observe the relevant Code of
Practice (CoP) in addition fo your licence
conditions.

During the application process, officers of
AFCD will vislt your premises to check
compliance with the licence conditions and the
CoP,

A licence will only be issued or renewed fo a
person who is considered “suitable”. A
conviction for animal cruelty or serious breach
of licence conditions may render a person
unsultable to hold a licence.
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B sE Telephone 1823 e

{EEIFax 231 3731
BEEMal mailbex@afed.gov.hk

HA\Website www.pets.gov.hk

il Address
hEELEBINREELZLFCERIE
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,

303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowlocn



